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Let’s Read 

 
 

 
 

 

 

“Seth! Seth!” I yelled over the howling wind. I 

was drenched with rainwater, which 

continued to fall heavily from the black sky. 

Lottie whimpered at my side.  

“Seth! Find Seth!” I instructed her. She looked 

at me with her big, sad brown eyes and 

whined again. Then she shook her head. Her 

tail drooped. She was telling me that she had 

to give up. She couldn’t help.  

Poor old Lottie.  

“It’s okay,” I told her, ruffling her damp fur. 

“Go home. I’ll find him.” She licked my fingers 

before running clumsily for the cottage.    

Just then, a bolt of lightning flashed across 

the sky. Lottie yelped in fright and ran faster. 

I could not give up like her; I felt too guilty. 

I had taken little Seth to the playground when we started to argue. That’s when I got 

angry and shoved him. He fell over and ran away, crying. Then the storm had started, 

and I lost him.  

He had run toward the banks of the dirty river ahead. It was overgrown with bushes and 

weeds, and a chilly gray fog drifted across it. The wind went on howling like a wolf, and 

the thunder crashed like cymbals. Seth would be terrified.   

A personal narrative is a true story of something that happened to you. A personal narrative is 

usually written about a memorable or important experience in the author’s life.  
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I wandered on, struggling to see 

through the blanket of rain. The 

lightning reached for me with thin, 

flaming fingers, and the black 

clouds marched toward me.   

Then I slipped and fell down the 

riverbank, through the long grass 

and pieces of trash, landing in a 

puddle of mud at the bottom. I saw 

him immediately.  

“Seth!” I cried with joy. He was 

covered in mud too, cowering 

beneath a tree. He grinned and ran 

through the mud to hug me. 

“I’m so sorry, Cara,” he said.  

“It’s okay, I replied. “I’m sorry for shoving you. Come on; let’s go home.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the 

relationship between 

Seth and Cara? 

Who or what is Lottie? 

How do you know? 

Let’s Talk 

Why do you think 

Cara feels guilty and 

worried? 

What do you think 

happened to Seth? 

How do you know? 
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My New Words 

Write each word and its definition. Next, write a sentence using the new word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Word: _______________________________  

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

noun / verb / adjective / adverb  

2. Word: _______________________________  

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

noun / verb / adjective / adverb  

3. Word: _______________________________  

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Sentence: ___________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

noun / verb / adjective / adverb  

4. Word: _______________________________  

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

noun / verb / adjective / adverb  
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5. Word: _______________________________  

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Word: _______________________________  

Definition: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Vocabulary Check 

1. Find new words in the text that have similar meanings to the following words.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Now use one of the new words to write a sentence. 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

wet 

noun / verb / adjective / adverb  

house 

afraid 

happiness 

noun / verb / adjective / adverb  
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Let’s Learn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ A personal narrative is a true story about something that happened to 

you. Usually, it is written in order to share an important or memorable 

experience in the author’s life. 

 

❖ Personal narratives can help us understand one another. They should 

detail the authors’ feelings and cause readers to share these emotions.  

 

❖ Personal narratives may be written to get an idea or message across to 

readers; for example, about love, fear, bravery, or friendship. This is 

called the story’s theme.  

 

❖ A personal narrative should contain lots of details and descriptions to 

help readers imagine the setting and events, and make the story 

clearer and more interesting.  

o Sensory details describe what the author sees, hears, feels, smells, 

and tastes.  

o Literary devices can be used to give better descriptions: 

✓ similes are comparisons that use ‘like’ or ‘as’; 

✓ metaphors are comparisons that do not use these words; 

✓ personification gives human qualities to an animal or non-

living thing. 

o All details must be important and relevant. 
 

❖ A personal narrative should: 

o be written in the first-person; 

o be written in the past tense;  

o have a beginning, a middle, and an end.  
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Let’s Analyze 
 

1. How does the author feel in this story? How do you know? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What sensory details does the writer describe? Summarize them below.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Find and underline two similes from the text and write them below. 

a. __________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How are the following things personified in the story? Find and underline the relevant 

parts of the story and write them below.  

a. The dog: _________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b. The weather: _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What lesson can we learn by reading this story? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Use your answer to suggest what the story’s theme is.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Challenge Yourself!  
Complete the following crossword puzzle using the clues given.  
 

       1       

      2        

     3       4  

              

   5           

              

  6     7       

              

8              

              

              

     9         

              

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWN 

1. To move slowly through the air 

3. To moan in pain or fear 

4. To mess up hair or fur by running 

fingers through it 

6. Extremely wet 

7. Crouching down and shaking 

because you are afraid 

ACROSS 

2. To disagree angrily 

5. A feeling that something is your 

fault 

7. A musical instrument that makes 

a clashing sound 

8. Covered with wild plants 

9. Quite cold 
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Part A  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Part B 

Find and underline three sentences in the reading passage that are written in the past 

perfect tense. Then, write them below. 
 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part C 

Read each sentence. Tick the box if it is written in the past perfect tense. Cross the box 

if it is not.  
 

1. The old house had been built by a man named Jack.  

2. I have done my homework already.   

3. Freddie stopped trying to keep up with the other athletes.   

4. Renee had taken the bus to work that morning.  

5. The large window was broken by Tony.  

6. I had waited for over an hour when they finally came.  

7. The elephants had migrated a long way to find fresh water.   

8. I have tried to find the missing toys, but I can’t see them.  

9. The babies had already fallen asleep at 7 o’clock.  

10. This project will be completed by Janice.  

11. I had asked the waiter for water three times before he brought some 

over. 
 

12. I have seen that movie many times!  
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Part D 

Look at the verbs and write them in the past perfect tense. Follow the example.  

 

 Verb  Positive  Negative 

1. see 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

2. catch 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

3. jump 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

4. speak 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

5. find 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

6. become 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

7. write 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

8. bite 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 
 

Part E 

Fill in each blank with the past perfect form of the appropriate verb from the box. 

 

1. Arnold ____________________ every superhero movie by the time he was twelve. 

2. I ____________________ my little brother three bedtime stories before he fell asleep. 

3. If Stella ____________________ the answer, she would have to put her hand up. 

4. The artist ____________________ a long time to finish painting the picture. 

5. Betty ____________________ Christmas presents for all her family before December! 

6. May and Angela ____________________ to 20 countries before visiting China. 

7. Did the magical tree really ____________________ 100 meters tall in just three days? 

8. The children ____________________ some beautiful pictures for their teacher.  

 

had seen    had not seen 

grow   see   buy   draw 

take   read    know   go 
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Part F 

Read the sentences and fill in the blanks with the past perfect form of the appropriate 

verb. You may need to use some negative forms.  

 

1. George ____________________ English before he moved to London. 

2. I __________ never ____________________ to a place as beautiful as the Philippines 

before.  

3. I did not have any money because I ____________________ my wallet. 

4. Sherman did not know the way to the Peak because he ____________________ to 

Hong Kong before.  

5. Sue watched all the Harry Potter movies before she ____________________ any of 

the books. 

6. I couldn’t go to the concert because I ____________________ a ticket in advance. 

7. I __________ always ____________________ that dogs were better than cats until one 

bit me. 

8. Julie ____________________ to Asia until she came to Hong Kong.  

9. __________ you ever ____________________ the USA before your trip in 2010? 

10. Alex ____________________ in South America for five years before he was fluent in 

Spanish.  

11. My teacher was very angry. She said that I ____________________ any of my 

homework assignments on time all year. 

12. Dad __________ already ____________________ cooking our dinner when Mom 

came home with pizza for everyone.  
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Part G 

Complete each sentence by using the given verb to form a past perfect clause. 

1. When the bear woke up in spring, _____________________________________________. 

         ( sleep ) 

2. George, a skilled athlete, ______________________________________________________. 

        ( win ) 

3. Polly is great at languages. She ________________________________________________. 

         ( learn ) 

4. Tanya is afraid of flying. She ___________________________________________________. 

        ( not; visited ) 

5. The children were very hungry because ________________________________________. 

         ( not; eat ) 

 

Part H 

Write sentences with each of the following verbs in the past perfect tense. 
 

1. think 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. bring 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. fly 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. build 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Free Write  
 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Think of a time when something or someone important went missing. Describe what 

happened, where you were, how you felt, and how you found it/them (if you did). 

Use literary devices in your writing. Be as descriptive as you can!  
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Let’s Practice 
 

1. Read the following similes and metaphor and explain what each one means.  

a. The crocodile’s teeth were little white knives. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

b. My life is a dream come true! 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

c. She is as pretty as a picture. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Sandra is a night owl.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

e. She waddled through the crowds like a penguin.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• A personal narrative is a real story that is written about a person’s life.  

 

• Personal narratives are written to help people understand one another and to 

get a message or idea across to readers. This is called the theme.  

 

• A personal narrative must contain lots of details and descriptions, using 

sensory details and literary devices, such as similes and metaphors.  

 
• All details must be relevant and important. 

Let’s Review 
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2. Write a metaphor or simile to describe each of the following things. 

a. a mean person 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

b. colorful flowers 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

c. a fast runner 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Think of a personal experience that matches each of the following situations. Then list 

the sensory details you experienced. 

a. a summer picnic 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

b. the first day of school 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Read the following paragraphs and cross out the sentences that are not relevant.  

a. Last week, our playground was covered with trash. Ms. Sue said that this may 

attract rats, which is not good. My favorite animals are turtles.  We took big 

garbage bags to the playground and picked up all the trash. There were cookie 

packets, chocolate wrappers, and empty cans of soda. Lemonade is my favorite 

drink. The playground looked much better when we had finished. While we were 

cleaning, my friend Tom told me that he hadn’t done his math homework.  

b. My favorite teacher is Ms. Marie. Ms. Marie is from Montreal, Canada. Canada is 

next to the USA. Ms. Marie teaches us French. It is a very difficult subject, but Ms. 

Marie is a great teacher so I am slowly getting better. I can also speak German 

and I’m good at science. Ms. Marie says that French is a very important language 

to learn. It is spoken in 40 different countries.  My mum can’t speak French. I am 

so glad that Ms. Marie is my French teacher! 
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4. Watch the video clip and imagine that you are the character. Then, write a personal 

narrative about the events that occur. Remember to include strong descriptions.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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1. Read the following sentences and correct the errors with the past perfect tense. 

 

a. I had already see the bright glow in the sky when I heard that there was a fire.  

b. The children have finished their homework before they began to watch TV. 

c. Grandpa has go to the supermarket before he went to the bank. 

d. My mom has buy many lottery tickets before she finally won the jackpot.  

2. Write sentences with the following verbs in the negative form of the past perfect 

tense.  
 

a. break 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. find 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. hide 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Let’s Review 

 

• We use the past perfect tense to talk about something that happened before 

a specific time or another action in the past.  

Examples:  I had been to the USA many times before I visited New York. 

   They had stocked up on food before the blizzard hit. 

 

• The past perfect tense is also used for something that happened for a long 

time before something else.  

Examples: They had had that car for 10 years when it broke down. 

 

•  Structure:  

subject  + had + past participle + phrase 
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Let’s Review 

 

 
 
 

Read and complete the following personal narrative by filling in the blanks with the 

appropriate verbs written in the past perfect tense. You may need to use the negative 

forms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

We use past perfect tense to talk about something that happened before a specific 

time or another action in the past.     

My Trip to the Great Wall 

I went to Beijing, china in January, 2014. I __________ never ____________________ to 

China before and I was very excited to see all the sights, especially the Great Wall of 

China.  

It is very cold in Beijing in January. I ____________________ plenty of warm clothes, such 

as a coat, a scarf, and some gloves. I ____________________ them all on the morning 

before I visited the Great Wall. 

“Wow!” said my friend, Sam, when we first saw the Great Wall through the window of 

the bus. He ____________________ so excited to see it, and it truly was incredible. It 

weas even bigger than I ____________________ it would be. It ____________________ 

obviously ____________________ many years to complete. 

We ____________________ our tickets in advance, so we had to line up to buy some. 

We spent several hours walking along the wall admiring the views and taking photos. 

Then we rode the chairlift back down to the bottom and went to the gift shop. I 

____________________ my mom a present yet, so I bought her a magnet and a tea set. 

We ____________________ such a tiring day that we feel asleep as soon as we got back 

to the hotel! 
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 __________________________________________  

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• You will choose an experience from your life and use it to write a personal 

narrative. Think about the message your story can get across to readers.  
 

• Use the graphic organizer below to plan! 

Let’s Plan 
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Let’s Write 
Now, write your personal narrative!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________ 



 

©  Monkey Tree International Group. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

©  Monkey Tree International Group. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, electronically stored, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means without the express written permission of the publisher.  

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



Teacher Signature :

Progress Report

Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

Lessons 4+

®
GRAMMAR & WRITING

LEVEL D  UNIT 8 LEVEL D   UNIT 8

Series A

Name:

Teacher:

Date:


